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- Reservists

inspired

by call-up
The 433rd is proud |,
to be part of team

By SiG CHRISTENSON
EXPRESS-NEWS MILITARY WRITER

When he recently left USAA
to serve full time in the Air
Force Reserve, Capt. “Mike”
lost the $12,000 a year he had
earned as a part-time officer
with the 433rd Airlift Wing.

But the captain, whose last
name was withheld by the Air
Force Reserve for security rea-
sons, said he doesn’t mind los-
ing the money because he has
gained something more valua-
ble: pride.

Capt. Mike is one of the
more than 1,000 reservists with
the 433rd who were called to
active duty last week.

Reservists who were dealing
with such thorny issues as
problem pregnancies and fi-
nancial hardships as the
call-up began have shown “in-
credible dedication and com-
mitment,” Capt. Mike said.

“I've been very impressed
with the rampup we went
through and the motivation
that our members have had,”
he said. *“This is trying. You hit
all aspects of the transition —
financial, physical and social.”

In a move long expected by
observers, the Pentagon last
week turned to the 433rd as
commanders ordered up to
1,082 reservists — about a third
ol.the wing’s strength — to ac-
tive duty Their tour could last
two years.

The wing has 16 giant C-5
airlifters in its inventory and

flies cargo to
bases around
the world. The
] wing has been
involved in
many Pentagon
campaigns and
missions of
mercy, among
them the Per-
sian Gulf War and relief for
Hondurans after the 1998 flood
caused by Hurricane Mitch.

The 433rd’s callup was the
largest yet for reservists in the
Alamo City area, but tens of
thousands of National Guard
and Air Force Reserve troops
have been ordered to active
duty since the Sept. 11 terror
attacks. Among those were
more than 400 Texas National
Guardsmen, who were recently
assigned to protect 26 airports
in the state.

Morale among the reservists
so far is high, and there have
been no reports of employers
firing or disciplining workers
ordered to serve with the wing,
said Brig. Gen. Bernard J.
Pieczynski, the 433rd’s com-
mander.

Spirits are so high, he told
reporters Monday, that one re-
servist, recovering from a bro-
ken back sustained in a motor-
cycle accident, came to the
Lackland AFB headquarters
ready to work.

“For a lot of us who were
Vietnam War veterans and

served in Vietnam and served
in the Persian Gulf, this is a to-
tally different thing,” Pieczyn:
ski said.

He called the terrorist strikes
“an attack on our basic human
dignity” that has brought out
the best in reservists, their
families and employers.

“Morale is sky high, the peo-
ple are pumped, and they're
not only ready to serve, they're
inspired,” he added.

A group of two dozen or so
reservists, many of them wear-
ing beige masking tape over
the name tags of their camou-
flage uniforms to protect their
identities, echoed Pieczynski's
comments.

“1 have not truly heard any
whining or even griping about
being called up,” said Mast
Sgt. “Danny,” 54, of Bandera
County.

Maj. “Wanda” shared that
sentiment. :

“This is what we trained
for,” said the 4l-year-old
Antonio  schoolteacher and
mother of three. “It is an hondr
to serve our country.” :

sigc@express-news.net
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This Thanksgiving brings special needs
for the area's military.

By Scott Huddleston
San Antonio Express-News

Web Posted : 10/23/2001 12:00 AM

As San Antonians prepare for Halloween. others are looking ahead. with
plans to feed about 3.000 members of the armed services who will have no
place to go for Thanksgiving.

Action in Afghanistan is expected
to keep most U.S. military troops
from getting holiday leave. Two
installations here are proceeding
with annual programs that send
trainees to local homes for
Thanksgiving.

"The trick is not to run out of
soldiers and have families
waiting," said Maj. Bart Physioc.
a chaplain at Fort Sam Houston.
[ast year, 337 sponsoring
households fed about 700
soldiers.

yle Sutton plays wi is @month-old son, Caleb

Phin, with an approving eye from wife Hilde. Below,
Airman 1st class Cristina Hemenway serves herself
during Wednesday night dinner at the Hilde and
Kyle Sutton home, a restored 1890s farmhouse. The
Suttons started a ministry, Home Away from Home,
which serves military personnel.

Photos by Jerry Lara/ExpressNews

[.ackland AFB has a similar
program that last year sent 2.200
trainees to local homes.

Feeding the troops is a weekly
event for one former soldier and
his wife who run Home Away
from Home. a small, Christian
ministry near Randolph AFB.

"There has never been a need on this massive a scale." said Hilde Sutton.
who normally cooks for dozens of active-duty and former military
personnel and civilian singles cach Wednesday night.

Her husband. Kyle. is president of a fledgling Christian ministry that trics
to help unmarried and divorced civilians and military personnel. He

http://news mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=sacn&xIb =340&x1c—437770&x1d=987
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recently was laid off from a computer job.

Still. the Suttons hope to stage a Thanksgiving feast for about 300 airmen.
soldiers and Marines from local installations and recruiting centers.

'ven as he searches for work. Kyle Sutton can remember Christmas 1989
He was 19. single and stationed at Fort Bragg. N.C.. with nowhere 10 call
home.

"It's a very lonely feeling.” he recalled.

The all-volunteer ministry has secured the use of a church for the feast and
donation of giant screens for TV football games.

Sutton. now with a lead on a job in Denver, remains determined to serve
as many military personnel as possible this Thanksgiving. "even i’ have
to have people over at my house."

"What I really hope to do is bring together people who make connections
for a lifetime. not just a meal." he said Monday.

The former infantryman reached a milestone in 1995 when the Army
chose him to train as a Special Forces medic. But Sutton hungered for
spiritual knowledge.

"I found myself sitting in a (Army) classroom., learning about the vascular
system. with an open Bible sitting in my lap." he said. He requested. and
received. an honorable discharge so he could start the ministry.

The ministry received tax-exempt status in March, and feeds students and
airmen at the couple's restored 1890s farmhouse on Wednesday nights. A
Bible study session in a renovated barn nearby usually follows.

"I don't know about all this Bible stuff, but the people are cool.” Jonathan
Smith. 30. recalled saying last year when a friend dragged him to the
ministry to help him deal with a messy divorce. Now. the former National
Guardsman says he's a born-again Christian.

The Suttons patterned their ministry after one in Darmstadt. Germany.
which they credit with saving their marriage. From 1991-94, they received

counseling to cope with bouts of separation.

"Kyle was gone all the time." on reconnaissance missions. his wife. a
civilian. said. "I never knew what country he was in."

They now have a 9-month-old son and the challenge of giving him a stable
home. But they still want to do something for the military this
Thanksgiving.

"The military is a hard life. We know." Hilde Sutton said.

shuddleston a express-news.net
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OUR TURN

Protecting

freedom

remains full of risks

Although no Americans have
been Kkilled fighting in Afghanistan,
three U.S. servicemen have died in
accidents related to the war effort.

Two American soldiers were
Kkilled when a helicopter crashed
Friday in Pakistan, about 50 miles
from Afghanistan where U.S.
bombing strikes and special forces
raids are under way.

The first American death oc-
curred Oct. 10 when a serviceman
was killed in a forklift accident in
Qatar while working in the war ef-
fort.

Americans are likely to die in
combat as the war against the Tali-
ban, Osama bin Laden and al-
Qaida moves to a ground phase in
Afghanistan. The actions of U.s.
special operations are risk-filled.

But nothing less than freedom is
at stake.

President Bush struck the right
tone over the weekend when re-
sponding to the American deaths.

“These soldiers will not have
died in vain. This is a just cause,”
the Associated Press quoted Bush
as saying.

Any American deaths are hard
to accept, as are those of Afghan
civilians accidentally killed by off-
target U.S. bombs.

But the United States has been
forced into this war by the bin La-
den network’s savage attacks on
the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, which killed more than
5.000 innocent Americans.

Three U.S. servicemen have
died in war-related
accidents, and more
casualties are likely.

s

Bin Laden has celebrated those
deaths as part of the war he has
declared on the United States in
previous attacks on Americans. He
has promised more terrorism and
urged his followers to kill Ameri-
cans.

The U.S. war on terrorism is
self-defense, and it is necessary to
protect Americans and free people
around the world.

As painful and tragic as more
deaths will be, the United States
must stay the course. Protecting
freedom against murderous, aggres-
sive extremists is difficult.

Completing the mission against
terrorism is the best way to honor
the American casualties who give
their lives for freedom and this na-
tion.

U.S. military leaders have
worked hard to avoid civilian casu-
alties in Afghanistan, and they
should continue to do so.

The food drops to hungry Afl-
ghani citizens show the United
States’ commitment to helping ci-
vilians trapped in the hellish situa-
tion created by the Taliban war-
lords and the terrorists they har-
bor.
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October 20. 2001
THE RECRUITS
Armed Forces Stress Careers. Not Current War

By DAVID W. CHEN

New York Times

Before Sept. 11. this is what a typical day was like for Sgt. Randy A.Robinson of the Air Foree:
Visit high schools in Brooklyn and talk to students. Visit local businesses and distribute Air
Force brochures. Make phone calls to potential recruits late into the evening. Since Sept. 11,
this is what a typical day has been like for Sergeant Robinson: Visit high schools in Brooklyn
and talk 1o students. Visit Local businesses and distribute Air Force brochures. Make phone calls
to potential recruits late into the evening. "It's just business as usual.” Sergeant Robinson says.
"We don't push the Help our country' routine.” As Americans contemplate the likelihood of a
broader war against terrorism, it might seem logical that military recruiters would change their
sales pitch in order to tap into a surge of patriotic fervor. And vet just the opposite has been true:
in all of the armed services. recruiters have been pretty much sticking to their scripts in trying to
persuade young men and women to join the military. not in order to fight the current war. but to
make a career choice. "Some people come in and say. "I want to fight!" and I've got to calm them
down." Sergeant Robinson says. "We're not all about fighting and bombing. We're about jobs.
We're about education.” In many ways. a day spent with a recruiter like Sergeant Robinson is
similar to a day spent with a recruiter for any of the armed services in any part of the country, at
any time of the school year. A native of Virginia Beach. Sergeant Robinson. 35. starts his day at
7:30 a.m. at his office in Flatbush. A compact, muscular man. he stocks his bulky briefcase with
memos and souvenirs like plastic coffee mugs. calendars and T-shirts. He pulls out a stack of
business cards. "You've got to have these." he says cheerily. "We're salespeople.” The first
destination is Erasmus Hall High School, near his office. But his contact at the school is out at a
meeting. There is heightened security: his visit cannot proceed. Still, when a school official
suggests that he just drop off his materials, Sergeant Robinson declines. Recruiting, he says,
requires patience. trust and time. "We don't do drive- through recruiting," he says. "We want to
do it one on one.” The Air Force is open to men and women from the ages of 17 (with parental
consent) to 28. but for Sergeant Robinson, the target audience 1s overwhelmingly young.
minority and immigrant. So, after leaving Erasmus Hall, the sergeant walks around the
neighborhood in what the Air Force calls "zonal awareness™: looking for businesses or locales
frequented by young people. He finds two promising leads: a [Lucille Roberts gym and Diplomat
Lanes. a bowling alley. The gym makes sense because 60 percent of his recruits are

women. And the bowling alley is good, too, because a new high school bowling league 1s about
to begin in two weeks. Sergeant Robinson's next stop is Automotive High School in Greenpoint.
and he is accompanied by Sgt. Paula Thomas, who just began recruiting on Sept.4. and their
boss. Sgt. James Sutton Jr. Together with school officials. they discuss coming programs to
promote the Air Force. In general, Sergeant Robinson has found that students are more receptive
toward the military than they were before Sept. 11. They ask more questions and appear more
engaged in current events. As with the other armed services. this has not necessarily translated
into more recruits: it is still too early to tell. But it is a good foundation, he says. Sergeant
Robinson usually interviews candidates in the afternoon. but the candidates have canceled. No j
matter. There is plenty to do. At 4 p.m.. Sergeant Robinson and his recruiting partner. Sgt.

-



-

David Vazquez. welcome a group of about 20 young men and women who have passed the
written and physical tests to join the Air Foree, and are awaiting orders to begin basic training at
[ ackland Air Force Base in San Antonio. The meeting 1s one part pep rally. one part information
session. But he also talks about the current erisis. "You Know what's going on with the threat.”
Sergeant Robinson tells the group. "It's no secret. As New Yorkers and as military people. watch
your back." Afghanistan is on many a recruit's mind. One recruit. Alex Wong. 20. says that
when the terrorists attacked the World Trade Center. "the first thing | did was call and see if'|
could go now." (No. he still has to wait.) But another. Reggie Presume. 27. who has a 3-vear-old
daughter. says that "after Sept. 11, I had some doubts. and my family was worried." But. he said.
"I didn't want what bin I.aden was doing to affect my life." At 7 p.m.. Sergeant Robinson is still
talking to the recruits. and he plans to make phone calls for three hours. He says recruiting is a
continuing process. His boss. Sergeant Sutton, says that once. on the New Jersey Turnpike. he
handed his business card o a tollbooth clerk. The clerk later called him. She is now in the Air

Force.
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ENJJPT
looks to
its future

NATO pilot program
celebrates 20 years

John Ingle
Times Record News

One T-37 Tweet flew overhead with one T-38
Talon on each wing, symbolizing a passing of
the old as Col. Ralph Jodice II spoke of the
future of the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Train-
ing program. : _

Following 20 successful years as the only base
in the world that trains pilots from 13 different
nations, the mission of the alliance would not
change, Jodice said at a news conference held
Friday at the base. :

“and as we tackle today's war on terrorism
around the globe,” Jodice said, “NATO- and
ENJJPT-trained pilots are again on the tip of
the spear.” :

‘As ENJJPT flies into its next 20 years, it will
do so with two different aircraft. The T-37 Tweet
will be replaced by the T-6 Texan Il while the AT-

Please see ENJIPT on Page 16A

- Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 22 Oct 2001, Page 1A
Email: www.trnonline.com
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EN-’JPT “continued from page 1A

3g and T-38 Talon will
merge into the T-38C.

Brig. Gen. Tore Arestol,
chair of the steering COIR-
mittee that guides the pro-
gram, gaid the pew T-6
would begin to be used in
2005.

Arestol, & longtime
alliance officer, s set to
retire from the Norwegian
air force at the end of Octo-
bex.

Other items discussed
during the weeklong steer-
ing committee meetings
were cost and the future of
the program.

Arestol said the program
has already been invested
in, so the cost wasn't that
much of a factor. One of the
largest costs the: program
will have to deal with is
when the new aireraft begin
to show up on the flight
line. - '

Thirteen of th_e" 19 NATO

nations . are actively
ipvolved in the program.,
but Arestol was optimistic
others would join . the
alliance.

‘Ope nation that has con-
sidered pulling its pilots
from the program is Spain,
but Jodice sald two Spanish
pilots graduated from the
most recent class on Oct. 19.
Jodice said the program has
about gix Spanish pilots in
the program each year.

Although both —men

spoke highly of the pro-
gram, they agreed the pro-
gram couldn’t afford to get
jnto a comfort zone and
accept.the status quo.

«We will proceed with
small steps,” Jodice said,
“put the program will con-
tinue to evolve. As with any
successful program, - you
can’'t let it remain stag-
nant.”

The program is far from
gtagnant. -

The newest graduating
class of 30 pilots will add to
the 4,489 pilots produced by
the program. Jodice said
the future of those pilots
looks bright. _

But the future of the
alliance isn’t just about the
future of the program.
Jodice said the cooperation

of surrounding commuii-

ties and ‘Texoma in general
has benefited and would
continue to benefit from the
continuation of the Ppro-
gram. '
“This program would not
enjoy its great success with-
out the tremendous support
of the entire region that
allows the full integration
of all members of ENJJPT
and their families into the
local communities,” Jodice
said. '
Police reporter John I ngle
may be contacted at (940)
763-7533 or by e-mail at
inglej@utr.com.
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Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 22 Oct 2001, Page 16A
Email: www.trnonline.com
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ALEJANDRA VALDEZ
Staff Writer

The 41st annual “Abrazo,”
the traditional embrace
between dignitaries of the sis-
~ ter cities of Del Rie and
Ciudad Acufa, took place
Friday at Amistad Dam.

The International: Good
‘Neighbor . Council Fiesta de
Amistad abrazo is a tradition
_that- began on Oct. 24, 1960

when  Mexico - President
Adolfo Lopez Mateos and
‘United  States  President

Dwight D. Eisenhower signed -
a treaty for the construction of .

what is now Amistad Dam. An
embrace between the two
presidents was the first of
many between dignitaries of
the lands on either side of the
Rio Grande.

Masters of Ceremony were
Norma Garcia of Cd. Acuna
and Sergio Diaz of Del Rio.
Each represented their city's
IGNC. The ceremony for the
symbolic gesture of friendship
was in both "English and
Spanish.

The presentation of both.

the American and Mexican
flags is traditionally altemated
beiween the countries. The
first flag presented is the flag
of the counury in which that
year's International Amistad
Parade began. This year the
honor went to the United
States.

47 FTW PA

The posting of the colors
was done by the Del Rio High
School AFIROTC = Color
Guard. The National Anthem
was played by the Del Rio.
Middle School Band under the
direction of Jesse Brijalba.

Mexico’s flag was posted
by the Escuela  Secundaria
Hermanos Flores Magon.

‘Mexico's National Anthem

was performed by - the
Municipal Band of Cd. Acufia
under the direction of
Professor Juan Lombrana.
Before the traditiona) abra-

zo. the mayors of the sisier
cities, Del Rio Mayor Dora G.
Alcala and Cd. Acufia
Municipal President (Mayor)
Jose Eduardo Ramon, signed
documents sealing their com-
mitment to the [riendship’
between both cities.

The signing of the docu-
ments was followed by perfor-,
mances by the Del Rio High
School AFJROTC Blue Tops,
the Balet Folklorico de
Torreon and the AFJROTC
Drill Team.

An introduction was then
made of the mayors and their
spouses. Alcala and her hus-
band Alfonso and Ramon and
his wife Diana Raquel Salame
walked to the designated place
under the cagle statues and
met for the abrazo. _

Following suit were IGNC

DAY: '.‘f%tt-f\

PAGE

ities celebrate
brazo’

Presidenty Luis Valdez and-

wife Englantina of Del Rio
and Profegsor Carlos Lara and
wife Mdria del Socorro
Moreno.

Mr.. Amistad. Pete P
Gallego,
Mendoza Were presented.

“4Tth Flying. Training Wing
Commander  Col.  Rick
Rosborg, fof Laughlin Air

' Force Bake met Mexico's

Dup[omal - of the Estado
Mayor, Brigadier General
Jose Luisf Ramon Velazco
Guillen. cpmmander of the

- Mexican Army Garrison in

Cd.. Acuiia for the embrace.
Both ‘milifary wen saluted
each other[ and shook hands
betore the 4brazo.

3 JNC Miss Del Rm

.L_aura Palacios and their
courts met for the abrazo.

e many other dig-
ml:ancs to} meet with their
cbumerpars was Mex:can

n Consul Thomas
ruster. Immigration
and Naturdlization Services
Pott Dijrector Ralph
Traslavina | met Mexico’s
iiﬁfﬁigratio services repre-
séntative | Lic. = Gerardo
Antonio Gafcia Castro.

. LAUGHLIN AFB, TX
DEL RIO WEWS HERALD
DATE: 4\ BX0| pG: | D

\Is. Amistad Martha

0l
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¢"Y.S. Customs Port Director
Ré|ph. Sinclair met Mexican
Chstoms “Lic. Jorge Eduardo
Ofinelas. Aguilar. Del Rio
- PBlice Chjef Manuel Herrera
met Cd. Acufa Chief of Police
Méahuel Menchaca Flores.
0'-{‘{\/&}1_. an eye on the future,
children from Del Rio and Cd.
Acufa met for the abrazo as a
dgmonstration of good neigh-
bots and friendships to come.
- Immediately: following the
Abrazo ceremony was the
Mayor's  Recéption. - The
reception took place at the
Mesquite Room at the Del Rio
Civic Center. Entertainrent
was provided by Voces y
Gujtarras. _

Texas State Representative
District 74, Pete ‘Gallego was
presented with a plaque from
IGNC coi‘nh’lemora'ting .his
paming.as Mr. Amistad 200].

aking the presentation was
IE?;\_IG President Luis Valdez
aqd_:AIcaIa. Ms. Amistad 2001
Martha Mendoza was present-
-ed a plaque from IGNC at the
c':_(;:imn-ali.on- ~ of  Sefiorita
Amistad 2001 which took
ﬁli{jfc_:e.,in Ciudad Acufia on Oct.
l LR . ) ’

' Fo continie wlth 'the Fiesta.

de Amistad festivities, the
P¢can Room at the Del Rio
. Civic ‘Center was preparing
for the International Ball to
faké place immctdistely after
‘the "~ Mayor’s : Reception.
Performing was Tejanp star
- Pdwsy Toires, who won “Best

Fémale Petformance in a

Video” from Texas Tejano
Music Awards for her latest
\{iﬁcp,- “Chiquitita.” Torres has
been named one of the “Top
Female Tejano Stars” by
Billboard magazine while
being described by Latin Sryle
magazine as *“the sound of the
. future.”

" The IGNC. Interhationa)
Ball raises funds for scholar-
ships. '

.
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News-Heralll photo by Alejandra Valdez
Foilqwing a tradition set more than 4( years ago by the
presidents of Mexico and the United States, Laughlin Air
Force Base's Wing Cormmander, Cl. Rick Rosborg
saluted, and shook hands with Cd. Acufia’s Mexican
Atmy Garrison Commander, Brig. |Gen. Jose Luis

Ramon Velazco Guillen.

/D
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DEL RIO NEWS HERALD, _
DAY: S DATE: 21 ¢&Cl pG: |

Bz



B3

PAGE

i

X\ PG | 4D

™

FTW PA

47

14:84 83829850847

18/22/28061

: \.\ .J. - 7 nu - el T s
S L i ; Z p : ==
Kt =1 i
o 5 d 4
. i £ i
S _ n@ _
2] o 2
V]
B
..nL.r i ‘|
i A
{ - 3
3 3 5
- - e 1
LY 4 I
X :
e o
nq.»«.'mua..lﬂa,
by )
=

: - i g o : News-Heraki pholo by Aeizndra Valdez
Cd. Acufia Municipal President Jose Eduardo Ramon and Del Rio Mayor Dora G. Alcala met for the 41st Annual
Abrazo at Amistad Dam Friday aftemoon. The mayors signed a renewal of their commitment to the friendship
between the sister cities. _

LAUGHLIN AFB, TX
DEL RTIO NEWS HERALD
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detergent

KAREN GLEASON
Staff Writer

White powder found at the
Bedell Avenue Post Office
Wednesday mormning was laun-
dry detergent, city officials
announced Thursday.

Del Rio Mayor Dora Alcala
ﬂ‘hu_rsdzry afternoon called her
‘second press conference in as
‘many days to disseminate the
results of tests performed oh a
suspicious white  powder
found on the floor of the post
office’s workroom.

Alcala had promised during
her’  press conference
Wednesday she would share
the test results as soon as they
became available.

Alcala said, "l feel that it’s
better 10 say a little too much
and saturate the public with
good news than nol to say any-

thing at all. 1 think it’s better
for our citizens (o be
informed.” :

The mayor said ofﬁc;als
Wednesday “were 99 percent
sure the powdery substance
found at the post office was
not anything to worry about,”
but wanted to be absolutely
certain before making an
announcement.

It was determined that the
white powder was a detergent-
type substance that had been
sent through the mail because
it had been ordered by a pri-
vate citizen,” Alcala told the
half-dozen reporters [rom
local print, radio and Internet
media assembled in council
chambers at Del Rio City Hall
Thursqay afternoon.

“At another time and anoth-
er place, this powder would

- have just been clcaned up

without a second thought, but
today things are different.
After September 1, things
will never be the same. We
have to be careful and we have
1o be alert,” Alcala said.
During the press conference,
the mayor was flanked by Val
Verde County Sheriff A.
D'Wayne Jemnigan, Del Rio
Police Chief Manuel “Manny"
Herrera and Del

The mayor also announced
that the results of tests on a
suspicious powder found in
one of two letters were nega-
uve.

Castillo, in response to a

" question, said Lhe lewers were

sent 1o the Texas Department
of Health (TDH) laboratory in
San Antonio.

Additional tests will be per-
formed at the Brooke Army
Medical Center in - San
Antonio, he said. Preliminary
tests on the whilc powder
found at the post office were
performed at Val Verde
Regional Medical Center.

The mayor said the TDH
facility in San Antonio has
been so inundated with
requests for testing that it will
only notify those agencies
whose items tested positive.

“They're telling us that no
news is good news,"” Alcala
sard.

DAY: =) DATE: |

Rio City .
"Manager Rafael Castillo Jr.
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But the major, at the urging
of the city manager, did not

comment on

he second letter,

other than tp say it is still

being tested.
say that she
the test resul

She would*only
would publicize
as soon as they

were returned to_the city.

Alcala

Iso

praised Laughlin Air Force
Base and 47th Flying Training

Wing Conu
Rosborg.
“We are v|
have the ba
ardous mat
capabilities
Alcala said.
called me as
there was a
post- office).
immediately,
assured me tl

in -the futurg

néed them.”

‘Alcala a
believed the
services resp
Avenue Post
Wednesday d
ability of the
and deal witl
cies.

nder Col. Rick
ery fortunate to
te and ils haz-
brials response
so close by,”
“Col. Rosborg
soon as he knew
problem (at the

They took action

and they have.
hey will respond
whenever we

so said she
City’s emergency
nse to the Bedell
Office incident
d not overtax the
city to respond
other emergen-

Questions 1h{:n turned from

the mayor tdg
accompanyif
conference.
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Jermigan was questioned
about the hoaxer the sheriff’s
office had jailed Wednesday
night, and Herrera was asked

whether hoaxers caught by

city police could expect simi-
lar treatment. Jernigan said the
man arrested by sheriff’s
deputies for a hoax at a local
trucking and customs ware-
house remained in police cus-
tody. Jernigan said 35-year-old
Jesus Eduardo Urbano had
been charged with felony' ter-
roristic threat. Urbano had
been brought before a magis-
trate Thursday moming and
his bond set at $5,000.

“But the Immigration and
Naturalization Service has put

a detainer on him, so even if

he is able to make bond, he
won’t be released,” Jernigan
said. '

Urbano is a Mexican nation-
al living in the United States
on permanent resident alien
status.

Herrera said hoaxers caught
by Del Rio Police could
expect the same treatment.
“This will not be tolerated,”
the chief said. '

“If you insist on perpetrat-
ing hoaxes on the public in Val
Verde County, you're going to
jail," Jernigan said.

Added the mayor, “This is
no time to make jokes.”

47 FTW PA

File phelo
Mayor Dora G. Alcala
stated at Thursday's

press conference, that,
“This is no time to make

‘jokes.”
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Ozuna gives overview
of counseling program

BRIAN ARGABRIGHT
Staff Writer .

The school district’s coun-
seling program was the focus
of a presentation given by Ann
Ozuna during Monday’s regu-
larly scheduled school board
meeting.

. Ozuna, director of instruc-
tional support for the San
Felipe Del Rio Consolidated
Independent School District,
explained to the board what the
role of the counselor is, what
changes need to be made to
help the counseling department
and how the counseling depart-

ment will evolve to better help .

students.

“School counselors are val-
ued for the help they do and for
the guidarice they bring to stu-
dents,” said Ozuna. “To con-
tinue to provide that help, a
school district must develop a
comprehensive, high quality
counseling program.”

Ozuna said counselors need
to focus on academic achieve-
ment and education: planning,
career exploration and plan-
ning and personal and social
development. ~To help them
achieve their goals, Ozuna
counselors have implemented
several different programs at

the secondary and elementary
levels, such as career day, to

. help students become interest-
ed in a profession after they
complete school.

But Ozuna said the counsel-
ing department must not cater
to.any one type of student and
the diversity of
are helped is impuriant,

students thar-

“1f a counseling program 1s
well develaped and well
designed, then that means there
is something in there for every
student,” said Ozuna.

Ozuna also said counselors
are trained to address special
needs for students, such as per-
forming crisis interference
with students to help them in
their personal. as well as edu-
catjonal, well being.

Ozuna said the school dis-
trict’s counselors keep a Jog of
their meetings with students
and if they discover a student
may be in trouble at home, or
something more severe, they
will call in a principal to help
find a solution that is ‘in the
best interests of the student.

When asked if the coun-
selors at each school work with
every child, Ozuna said it is
difficult to work with each
ghild individually, but coun-
selors have found other ways
QCE.“ crease the number of stu-
diﬁ.]s they are able to see.

4 don’t feel that you can

,cvery child in every year

d—\ give them every piece of
ihfurmatwn they are going to
peed,” said Ozuna. “That’s
why the counselors work with
gpuups of children, to get more
mforrnanon out to more sty-

DAY f:;t‘t_\j

recommen

dents.”
Qzuna spid her counselors
need more {ime within the day
to see studepts. To increase the
time they Have to work with,
Ozuna saig}, counselors must
reduce the fime spent on non-
vities.
t get away from
ies, such as substi-
chers or being put

these actjvi
tuting for t
on perman
duty, which
of two hou

QOzuna s
the counsel

could last upwards
," said Ozuna.
d that even though

to whatever has
their way, there is
improvement.
resent time, this
not have a defrmed
for counselors,”
“In order to
a quality-based
rogram, ncan lake

curricujum
said Ozung.
implement
counseling
as much as fhree years.”
Another sroblem lies in the
understaffing of the counseling
department.}. Ozuna said the
d ratio for stu-
nselors should be

Ozuna sajd the ratio 15 met
at the high s¢hool; but there are
only two coynselors at Del Rio
Middle Schpol and only one

Pyl of <

nt bus or lunch .

rs have been able
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and a haif counselors that serve
both the seventh and sixth
grade campuses

Despite some changes that
need to be made, Ozuna 1s con-
fident in her counselors and
feels the potenual is there for
the SFDRCISD counseling
progranh to be a model pro-
gram in the future.

“Our counselors have had to
work with students during the
flood and, more recently, the
Sept. 11 attacks and 1 believe
the counselors at the high
school handled 1t all very
well,” said Ozuna. "l beheve
that here in Del Rio, we can
develop a hugh quality prograrm
to support you, the administra-

tion, and within a couple of

years, people will come to Del
Rio to see our program.”
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United Way campaign
kicks off

The Del Rio-Val Verde
United Way Board and pace-
setter representatives recently
met for breakfast at Luby’s
Cafeteria. This - breakfast
marked the “kick-oft. of the
citywide United Way
Campaign. :

The campaign goal 1s set at

'$140,000 and will help sup-

port 18 local agencies. Those
agencies are the American Red
Cross - Del Rio Service
Center, Amistad  Family
Violence and Rape Crisis
Center. Bethel Center, Clinica
de Inmagracion de San Jose,
C.A.R.T./Club 180, Concho
Valley Council Buy Scouts,
Boys and Girls Club of Del
Rio. the Del Rio Council for
the Arts. El Camino Girl Scout
Council, Friends of Family
Support Center, Friends of

‘Hospice, ~ LAFB Child

Development Center. LAFB
Youth Center, Quad Counties
Council on Alcohol and Drug

Abuse, Salvation Army, Val
Verde County Child Welfare
Board, Val Verde Safe
Kids/VVCAPS and Val Verde
Training Center.’

United Way board members
thanked Scott Knight, manag-

er of Luby’s for his support.

For more information about
how to contribute 10 the
United Way campaign and the
local agencies it supports,
please call Cheri Green at 774-
0704.
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“"CAMPAIGN KICK OFF

il BT o W

nlted Way

Courlesy Pholo

" Moira Graham, 2001 United Way Assistant Campaign Chair, marking sign, and
~Scott Knight, manager of Luby's Cafeteria, left of sign, along with other United
Way board members and Pacesetter Representatives mark the tote board to kick

off the citywide United Way campaign.
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Pictured are two United Way represen
who recently held a training session

United Way agencies will be out on the streets raising money and
United Way agencies in the coming

year’s campaign to fund local

tatives and United Way b _
for the ciywide United Way campaign.

. Countesy F;nolo
hard members

bledges for this

year. :
B
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North Heights
honors heroes

ALEJANDRA VALDEZ
Staff Writer

Jorge Garza, principal of
North Heights Elementary
School, has been moved by the
worries and pains of his. staff
and students as they send
loved ones 10 fight Amenca S
war on tejrorism.,

There are four trees near the
main . entrance to . the North
Heights - School campus that
now have yellow ribbons tied
to them. The ribbons have
been placed there to signify
four members of the United
States military with ties to
North Heights, its staff and
students.

The men are Eddie
Amezcua, son of teacher
Leticia Amezcua; Jerry Smith,
husband of ‘teacher Cathy
Smith and father. of Alex
Smith, a North H't:ighﬁs_stm
dent; Adrian Montero, the son
of the scheol librarian, Patricia
AnMn  Muoz; and Adrian
Almaguer, nephew of Vice-
Principal Jenny Owens.

The idea for the.ribbons
came from. Alpha Guzman, a
member of the North Heights
Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO). ‘

*] thought, ~Yes; ‘that .15 a
fantastic 1dea,’” said Garza.

. He said the ribbons will
remain on the trees until the

47 FTW P&

military member to whom it 1§
assigned has returned from
duty related to the war agamst
terrarism.

'On Thursday, North Heights
students held a dedication cer-
cmnny under ribbon-tied trees.

“Jt was quite emotional.
These ribbons are for men who
have been deployed to war. I'm
a former Marine and I know
about these situations first
hahd,” Garza said.

“] explained to the kids the
ceremony we’re having is to
remember those that are out
thiere. That is the purpose of the
yellow ribbons, | pointed to
each tree and told them each
ribbon belongs to one person,
and that they will be back,”
Garza added.

"“Some kids were reacting 10

it and of course, the adults

wqre ] have been going o the.

tedchers and the classrooms.
They need to explain to the
kids why we are there at war
and how it is affecting us.
We're in"a difficult situation
arjd' we need to pull together.
We need to make these Kids
aware,” said Garza.

Cathy Smith said of her hus-
band, an Air Force master
sqzrgeanr. “| haven't heard from
hjm. He can’t call or wrnite or e-
mail; he can’t do any of that. 1
khow he landed safely and
that’s it.”

DAY S:;L. 1".

Smith expllained it is_mili-
tary'pmccdu not to disclose
the ‘locationf of the troops.
Alex and h r brother are the
strong ones,’| she said of her
children. '

Asked at. she missed
most about her father, 10-year- -
old Alex said] 1 miss his hugs..
him: His voige is what 1 really
miss. He always makes me
smile.” :

She poinipd at the yellow
ribbon aroungl the tree that now
represents her father’s vigil,
and -added, ‘[He left fwo days
after the inciflent, Sept. 13 It’s
scary.”

Leticia sgoke of her son,
Cpl. Eduarflo Amezcua, a
member of |the U.S. Marine
Corps, who # said to be ““on a
boat.”

“He has bgen in the Marines
for two and § half years. He is
stationed in Qkinawa. I'm real-
ly dppreciative of the support
from the scHool and staff and

principal. TKE: are.always ask-

ing :do we know where they
are. The anspver is always the
same - no { but it is 8 com-
fon.” :

~In their| awareness, the

North Heights students also
raiskd money for the American
Red Cross 4nd the wvictims of
the : terroris{ attacks in New
York City jand Washington,
D.C. .
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: ) : . : . Lo . ) C ~ News-Herald photo by Alejandra Valdez
North Heights students gathered under trees sporting yellow ribbons to remember four military men with ties to the
staf and students at North Heights. Pictured with Cathy Smith and her class is Smith’s daughter Alex, her class
and teacher, Ricardo Perez, Leticia Amezcua and her ‘class, Vice-Principal Jennie. Owens, Principal Jorge Garza .
and Patricia Ann Mufioz, the school librarian. _ -
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Laughlin to honor Cold War Herjoes

By Joe Hyde

October 21, 2001

at 3 p.m. Oct. 26.

The Operations Training Complex will be renamed
Anderson Hall in honor of one of the select few brave U-
2 Spyplane pilots based at Laughlin from 1958 unul
1963 who discovered Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba.
Anderson, along with Major Richard S. Heyser flew the
first two U-2 spy missions over Cuba at the onset of the
Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962. They brought
back damning photos of the Soviet Union's urgenl

Laughlin officials will honor Cold War hero Maj. Rudolf A Soviet General
Anderson Jr. during a memorial and dedication ceremony Rgmembers the Cuban

Crysis

) i

ca

n
th

ng

th

st

m

[13

Tg

=

1

bckade on Cuba, and other US
ions widely seen as threats 1o
Castro regime, Havana turned
the USSR for help in laying
Wwn a protective "screen”

hinst possible US intervention.
srushchev, supported by

fense Minister Malinovskiy,
Jed for statioming Soviet
ermediate-range missiles on

t island. This was a response

i only to the perceived US

eal to Cuba, but also to the
tioning of intermediate-range
ssiles in Europe (in Britain,
ly, and Turkey).

"equalize" the threat to the

)
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installation of Medium Range Ballistic Missiles
(MRBM) pointed directly at the United States. Stationed
only 150 miles to the Florda coast, these nuclear
missiles could be launched and detonated on American
cities with little or no warming . In a later reconnaissance
flight over Cuba during the height of the crisis,
Anderson's U-2 aircraft was downed by a Russian
surface-to-air missile. He left behind 2 children, one
more child on the way, and a grieving widow who never
really recovered from Rudy's death. She died in the late
1980s of a broken heart. All U-2 missions during the
Cuban Missile Crisis originated from Laughlin AFB.
They were grueling )2+ hour missions o Cuba and back
here, non-stop.

The patch of the 4080th SRW

After Laughlin AFB's U-2s returned with photo
evidence, US President John Kennedy warned Soviet
Premiere Nikita Khrushchev to remove the nuclear
missiles from Cuba or face a naval blockade. Kennedy
also indicated that any missile attack from Cuba would
be treated as if the Soviet Union had attacked the US,
which meant the US would retaliate in kind, with nuclear
missiles. Khrushchev refused to remove the missiles and
a US naval blockade of Cuba ensued. This event, from

October 16% until October 28, 1962 is known as the
"Cuban Missile Crisis". According to later testhimonies of
former Soviet Union and United States decision-makers,
those thirteen days in October 1962 almost concluded
with Armageddon.

Maj. Anderson

U-2 spy missions launched from Laughlin AFB
continued throughout the crisis to continuously to vernfy
the Soviet Union's refusal to remove the missiles.
Anderson's plane, flying one of those subsequent

DAY
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US$R posed by the US missiles
in Hurope; Moscow decided to
install R-12 (SS-5) intermediate-
range missiles in Cuba that were
cappble of hitting targets in the
Unitted States at a distance of up
to 2,000 kilometers (1,250 miles).
Thq Soviets also began preparing

_an gperation to send troops and

Air|Force and Air Defense units.
A tptal of 40,000 Soviet officers
and men and 42 R-12 missiles--
pluf 20 nuclear warheads for the
migsiles--were ultimately
stajoned on the island. Not
risingly, the Soviets also
imglemented maskirovka
(capnouflage concealment)
mepsures, but the deployment of
cothbat equipment and troop
cortingents on such a Jarge scale
proved impossible to conceal.

Th¢ Umited States, in response,
act{vated monitoring and
intglligence collection systems.
Prgminent among these were U-2
recpnnaissance aircraft, which
began taking aerial photography
of Cuban territory.

On{22 October 1962, President
Kefinedy announced the
esthblishment of a naval blockade
or quarantine" of Cuba. The US
serft 183 naval ships into the
Cafibbean. Ship commanders
received instructions to search

o vessels headed for the

d--a violation of the rules of

Rudolph Anderson while he was
phptographing missile positions
in Cuba. (Major Anderson was
fatally injured.) According 1o a
iet Major General who

LAUGHLIN AFB, TX
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missions on October 27th over Banes, Cuba was struck
by a Soviet SA-2 high altitude surface-to-air missile.
Later we learned that Soviet Premier Krushchev made
specific instructions not to fire upon US reconnaissance
planes. The SAM warhead detonated in close proximity
to the U-2A and a small piece of shrapnel from it
penetrated the cockpit and punctured Anderson’s pressure
suit causing him to become unconscious. Cubans
recovered Anderson's body and returned it to the US at
the end of the crisis as a bargaining chip in the final
negotiations ending the crisis.

PAGE 12

worked for the commander of
Sovlet forecs on the island, the
decikion to destroy the aircraft
was|made by Lieutenant General
rechko, who was at an Air
se command post in Cuba.

“sup¢riors by phone, presumably

to cbnsult with them before

ly after Major Anderson's
-2 was downed, a message

e from Moscow to its forces

in (uba, consisting of two

senfences: ""You were hasty.
Wals of settlement have been
outlined . . ." 6 In fact, the risk of .

" egcqlation had been enormous.

Francis Gary Powers in the p
missions at 72,000 feet.

sure suits required for the

Py

President Kennedy personally ordered the USAF to
posthumously award the Air Force Cross to Maj.
Anderson because the photographs provided by
Anderson were pivotal in resolving the crisis without
invading Cuba or going to war with the Soviet Union.,
The Air Force Cross was a new award created on July 6,
1960 and Anderson was the first man to receive one two
and a half years later.

The U-2 was developed in the 1950s as a high altitude
reconnaissance platform to gather air samples and
pictures from behind the Iron Curtain. The U-2 flew over
some of the most heavily defended areas of the former
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and China gathering viral
intelligence. It was the U-2 that confirmed for the
Eisenhower administration that the Russians were so far
behind in their nuclear program that there was no
"missile gap". The CIA originally recruited JUSAF fighter
pilots from retiring fighter squadrons in the Strategic Air
Command to fly it. One of the more famous CIA pilors
was Francis Gary Powers, He was shot down near
Moscow in a U-2 and he survived. His subsequent trial in
the Soviet Union caused a major foreign policy challenge
for the Eisenhower administration. He was later returned
to the US in exchange for a Soviet spy.

Gary Powers was killed in retirement in a helicopter
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Sodn after the shootdown, for
ple, the Defense Department
hosed that the US .
hediately mount a strike

imr]

I agajnst Cuba. President Kennedy

ebhiffed the proposal.

ing the crisis I was ever-
prepent at the central command
post for Soviet Air Defense
Forces. [ vividly remember this
exttemely tense time. The entire
Maln Staff combat team was at
corhbat readiness. Reports from
the|field, including those from the
air Hefense units in Cuba, grew
mofe alarming each day.
Immediately after President
Kehnedy's announcement on 22
Ocfober, the number of US
strqtegic bombers on airborne

aleft began to grow menacingly.
Intglligence of all kinds was
beihg produced and used with .
imum intensity. Then, on the
t of 27-28 October, President
Kehnedy's proposal for a
withdrawal of Soviet missiles

frojn Cuba in exchange for a
gugrantee of US non-intervention
in he island's internal affairs was
discussed, and a settlement was
sodn announced by Kennedy and
Khrushchev, bringing sighs of

rellef on both sides.
5
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crash in the late 1970s. He was reporting traffic Alel(ander Orlov is a professor

conditions in Los Angeles for a local television station at and}
the time. Francis Gary Power’s son, Francis Gary Acd
Powers, Jt. founded the Cold War Museum in 1998 1o spe
memorialize the events of the Cold War and pay tribute wit]
to Cold Warriors like his father, Anderson, and For]
thousands of other unsung heroes of the Cold War. of
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Gary Powers in retirement

The U-2 program was completely umed over to the
Strategic Air Command (SAC) by the end of 1963. SAC
moved the U-2s from Laughlin AFB to Davis-Monthan
AFB near Tuscon in July 1963. SAC's U-2 missions over
Cuba continued until the late 1960s by deployed aircrafl
al a terporary duty station at Barksdale AFB, near
Shreveport, LA. A completely redesigned (and larger)
version of the U-2 still flies today, and most likely is
seeing actiop in Afghanistan right now. The U-2S 1s
based out of Beale AFB in northern California. U-28's
are not used for photo reconnaissance much these days
unless it is real-time. The U-2s today are equipped with
electronic eavesdroppers and other instrumentation to
deliver real-time assessment of the battlefields and items
of interest in dangerous parts of the world.

The U-2 program at Laughlin AFB has been chronicled
by Hollywood. In the early 1980s, a television drama
"Call 1o Glory" highlighted the life and times of the U-2
pilots the support personnel in Del Rio. Last year a major
motion picture chronicling President Kennedy and his
cabinet's handling of the Cuban Missile Cnsis, named

ht

NAY:

a member of the Russian
demy of Natural Sciences. He
ht most of his military career

h the USSR's Air Defense

bes, retiring in 1988. The rest
is article is here.
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Thirteen Days stamming Kevin Costner and Bruce
Greenwood, was released. It's available in video stores
and pay Per View today.

As a side note, Eisenhower had never seen a U-2 in
person until he visited Del Rio in 1960 to work out the
agreement with Mexico to build the Amistad Dam. After
the international negotiations were completed,
Eisenhower was treated to a personal tour at Laughlin
AFB of the spyplane that caused his administration so
much grief,

The Operations Training Complex at Laughlin to be
named Anderson hall is the home 1o all flying training
squadrons at Laughlin. Every student pilot and instructor
pilot walks through the doors of what will be named
Anderson Hall. Dedicating this important building to one
of Laughlin's fallen heroes is a significant honor not only
to the Anderson family, but also to the men who flew
beside Anderson and those that performed the important
support functions that the U-2 program, and ultimately
our country's survival, relied upon.

Attending the event will be two of the Anderson's three
children, along with the son of another famous U-2 pilor,
Francis Gary Powers Jr., and former members of the
4080th Strategic Wing who were assigned to Laughlin.
An U-2S from the 9th Reconnaissance Wing at Beale Air
Force Base, Calif., will fly overhead to start the
ceremony. Gary Powers, Jr. will present Laughlin's Wing
Commander with a piece of Anderson’s U-2 plane's
wreckage that was recovered from Cuba last year to
display in Anderson Hall.

Related:

Francis Gary Powers, Jr.'s Cold War Museum

U-2A on display at Wright-Patterson USAF Museum

The CIA's declassified report on the U-2 program 1954-1974
Peering over the edge of Eternity: Living through histery with the U-2 Spyplanes at Laughlin

Peering over the edge of Eternity, Part II: Tragedy! Everythingis changed forever.
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